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September 19, 2011
Dear Newfoundland and Labrador MHA candidate:

RE: Provincial Election Questionnaire – Canadian Parents for French Newfoundland and Labrador
BACKGROUND

Canadian Parents for French - Newfoundland & Labrador is a non-profit organization representing parents and other community members who volunteer countless hours of their time annually to promote French language learning opportunities for K-12 and post-secondary students.  

For 28 years, CPF – NL and its 12 chapters have worked tirelessly to maintain and expand French language education programs for students in Newfoundland and Labrador.

OUR QUESTIONNAIRE
We are encouraging our members and partner organizations to get out and vote on October 11th.  To help inform them about issues that concern their children, we ask that you take a few minutes to complete the attached short survey, and send it to CPF-NL, PO Box 8601, Station A, St. John’s NL, A1B 3P2 or fax to 709-576-0833 by Friday, September 30th.  We will advise all CPF-NL members and partners that your responses will be posted on our website in their entirety by October 4th.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration and responses to the questionnaire!
Yours sincerely,

Debbie Ball
Deborah Ball
President, CPF-NL

CPF-NL PROVINCIAL ELECTION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 2011
Name:




District:




Party:
DID YOU KNOW…?

Question 1: Are you aware that there are over 20 000 Newfoundlanders and Labradorians who speak both English and French, the vast majority of whom learned French as a second language?*
· Yes

· No

· Somewhat

WHAT DO YOU THINK...?

Question 2: Do you believe funding for French Language education programs should be maintained, increased or decreased?  Why?

· Maintained
· Increased
· Decreased

· Neutral/Not sure

Question 3: In a competitive global economy, where 52 nations have French as an official or working language, do you believe French Language post-secondary education should be a priority in Newfoundland and Labrador?
· Yes

· No

· Neutral/Not sure

Question 4: What has been your or your family’s experience with French?
CPF-NL thanks you for your participation!

*Source – Office of the Commissioner of Official Languages: http://www.ocol-clo.gc.ca/html/nl_tnl_e.php
Info Sheet - Types of French Language Education in Our Province:
Core French

Core French, sometimes referred to as basic French, is a mandated program in Newfoundland and Labrador from Grade 4 to Grade 9. This program is taught as one subject within a school’s curriculum. Core French is usually introduced between kindergarten and grade 4.

Intensive Core French: usually offered in grades 5 or 6, it enhances the core French program with an intensive period of French instruction usually during half of a school year. Students spend approximately 70 percent of the school day in French learning skills that support the curriculum. The usual curriculum is ‘compacted’ and students complete it in English in the second half of the school year. Newfoundland and Labrador was the first province to adopt Intensive Core French.

French Immersion*

French immersion consists of programs and courses designed for English-speaking students in which French is the language of instruction and, as much as possible, the means of communication of the classroom. 
In Newfoundland and Labrador, two options in French immersion studies are available: early French immersion (EFI) and late French immersion (LFI). 

Early French Immersion*

EFI extends from Kindergarten to Level III, beginning at the Kindergarten level with 100 percent of instruction in French. With the introduction of English Language Arts at Grade 3 and other subjects in English in later grades, the percentage of instructional time in French decreases through the years of schooling. 

Late French Immersion*

LFI extends from Grade 7 to Level III with approximately 75 percent of instruction in French in Grades 7 and 8. The percentage of instruction in French decreases through the years of schooling.
French First Language*

The French First Language program is designed for French speakers who want their children to continue their schooling in French. This program targets curriculum outcomes as formulated by the province, with the additional mandate of protecting and improving language proficiency and to preserve the cultural heritage of the Francophone population of the province.

In a French First Language program, instruction is in French at all levels and in all subjects except for English as a Second Language. The curriculum is designed to meet the needs of the Francophone minority.
*Sections adapted from the Newfoundland and Labrador Department of Education website:         http://www.ed.gov.nl.ca/edu/k12/french/index.html
About us 

Canadian Parents for French Newfoundland & Labrador is a not-for-profit organization with a volunteer Board of Directors which promotes and provides various types of support for French language students, parents and teachers within the province. The focus of CPF-NL includes the following activities: 
· Raising public awareness about the value of learning French as a second language
· Promoting the availability and quality of French second language programs (both core French and French immersion) in schools across Canada
· Providing information and support to parents
· Providing out-of-school activities in French to enhance classroom learning
· Monitoring and responding to issues and actions which affect French language learning opportunities
CPF Newfoundland & Labrador has partnerships with the Provincial Department of Education, as well as the Department of French & Spanish at Memorial University in order to promote French education throughout the province. 

CPF-NL Initiatives
Canadian Parents for French Newfoundland and Labrador offers various activities, contests and programs to encourage the use of French outside the classroom:
· Le Concours D’Art Oratoire – A French public speaking competition open to students in all FSL programs, from Core French to Early French Immersion and including a Francophone division.
· Heather Huxter Memorial Story Writing Contest – A French story writing contest open to students in grades 4, 5 and 6 in memory of Heather Huxter, a French Immersion student from Corner Brook.
· Parent Instructional Program – A program designed to offer parents of French Second Language students the opportunity to better their own French skills in order to help their children.
· Provincial Residential Summer Camp – A French camp ‘with a twist’, offered to students in grades 4 to 8 to participate in outdoor adventure activities while using French.
· Summer Language Camp – A Summer camp held for one week in Saint Pierre and Miquelon, for students aged 13 to 18 to experience an immersion in French language and culture. 
· Youth Mentor Program – A tutoring system for younger students learning French to be taught by high school French students. 
· Welcome to French Kindergarten Kits – In partnership with the Department of Education, CPF-NL sends information for parents, French music and activities for children to all French Immersion kindergarten children in Newfoundland and Labrador each year. These kits serve as tools for parents who are new to French Immersion.
Our History
Founded in 1977, Canadian Parents for French is the only nation-wide organization dedicated to the promotion and creation of French second language learning opportunities for young Canadians. Its 25,000 members, predominantly English speaking parents from throughout Canada, are motivated by the desire to have their children learn French as a second language. They are united by the conviction that all Canadian children, in all parts of Canada, should have the right to become bilingual in English and French. 
CPF-NL believes that learning both English and French is an essential ingredient of a quality education and a sound investment in our youth and the future of Newfoundland and Labrador.
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PO Box 8601, Station A, St. John’s, NL, A1B 3P2
Tel: 709.579.1776 Fax: 709.579.0833 Toll Free: 1.877.576.1776  

om@cpfnl.ca  www.cpfnl.ca
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